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Langley Sixth Form offers an academically 
rigorous and nurturing environment 
for our young people to thrive in. Our 
designated Sixth Form Centre, along with 
a dedicated team of  specialist teachers, 
provide the fertile ground for students 
to explore career options, study, socialise 
and grow into young adults. Be it on the 
sports field, classroom, the community 
or in the arts, students are encouraged to 
participate and encourage one another.

We offer bespoke educational packages for 
students; although three A Levels are the 
norm, we also have BTEC and Cambridge 
Technical courses in conjunction with 
A Level study to suit the needs of  the 
individual. The elite Langley Football 
Academy is a real point of  difference and 
has given our alumni opportunities in the 
professional game. With a myriad of  co-
curricular options for students to pursue, 
a range of  sports teams, Sociology AS, 
EPQ and cooking for university courses, 
Langley Sixth Form really is the perfect 
environment to prepare students for the 
next stage of  life after Langley.

Andrew Claydon
Co-Head of  Sixth Form

Thank you for looking at what Langley 
Sixth Form has to offer. It is an exciting 
time of  life as you can focus your options 
onto the study areas that really interest 
you and, dare I say, cast aside those that 
you have not enjoyed so much. Although 
some of  you will have a future in mind, 
many of  you won't - if  the latter is the 
case, choose subjects that you enjoy and 
find out about new opportunities too: 
Economics and Psychology to name just 
two.

Although your grades will give choice in 
the future, Sixth Form is not all about 
study. At Langley, you get the benefits 
of  staying in a school environment 
(Leadership, Houses and a sense of  
community for example), whilst also 
enjoying a different rhythm, clothing and 
the wider opportunities that haven't been 
available before. The Alston Centre is 
a wonderful base and with Mrs Vinsen 
and Mr Claydon leading the team, who 
could want for more! At this time of  life, 
change is both daunting and exciting; life 
in the Langley Sixth Form can blend the 
difference that you crave with the comfort 
of  familiarity. I look forward to seeing you 
flourish and lead in the future as both a 
Sixth Former and Icenian.

Jon Perriss
Headmaster

Welcome
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Langley Sixth Form

BIOLOGY
OCR A Level Biology A

Advanced GCE in Biology A (H420)

Combines well with 
Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics all complement Biology. 
Biology combines well with P.E., Psychology and Geography. 
It can also be successfully, although less traditionally, studied 
alongside many Art subjects. 

Assessment 

papers in the second year. You will also be continually assessed 
for the practical endorsement element of  the course. 

Course content 

are integrated with the theoretical topics and are assessed 

but also serve as a suitable preparation for the demands of  
studying biology at a higher level. 

Special features 

placement of  students on competitive courses including Inside 

Sciences held at The University of  Nottingham. 

Careers 
The course is suitable preparation for students wishing to 
read Veterinary Science, Medicine, and Dentistry and to 

at University applying for degrees in areas as diverse 
as biomedical science, marine biology, microbiology, 
biochemistry, zoology, botany, environmental science, dietetics, 

and even teaching! 

A good performance in GCSE Biology and 
Chemistry or Combined Science examinations 
i.e. Grade 7 or Higher (or Double award Grade 
7/7). A Grade 6 or higher in Mathematics.

A level Topics 
Module 1: 
Module 2:

Module 3:
Module 4: Biodiversity, evolution and disease 
Module 5: Communication, homeostasis and energy 
Module 6: Genetics, evolution and ecosystems 

Entry requirements

“An understanding of Biology is essential to fully 
understand ourselves, our role in society and the 

 
security, the antibiotics crisis, genetics and the threat 

  
never far from media headlines and continues to be a 
popular choice at A level.” 
Dr C Munday, BSc (Hons), M. Med. Sci., PhD  
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Langley Sixth Form

BTEC NATIONAL IN SPORT

Assessment 
The new BTEC Nationals in sport use a combination of  

courses and throughout their career. This range of  vocational 
assessments – both practical and written – mean students can 

to higher education courses or potential employers. At the 

performance in each individual unit. 

Careers 
Both courses will give learners a solid foundation in the sports 
and active leisure sector, enabling them to develop essential 

Coach, Personal Trainer, Physiotherapist, Sports Analyst, 

(3 mandatory and 1 optional) 

Aim: To provide a coherent introduction to study of  the 

3 Mandatory units – learners complete and achieve 
all units 
1 Anatomy and Physiology 

A good standard of literacy and numeracy 
supported by four GCSEs at level 5 or higher. 
Students should have a keen interest in 
sport and exercise and currently participate 
in at least one sport to a competitive 
standard. Our BTEC Sport alumni have found 
that any combination of A level subjects 
will complement the course in particular 
Psychology, Biology and Business Studies. 
Mr D Foster, BSc

“Choose BTEC Sport because it gives you a wide variety 
   

 
 

Entry requirements
2 Fitness Training and Programming for Health, 

assessment using prepared notes
3 Professional Development in the Sports Industry 
Internally set and marked 7 Practical Sports 
Performance 

years (6 mandatory and 3 optional)

Aim:
within the coaching and sport sector, normally in conjunction 

6 Mandatory units – learners complete and achieve 
all units 
1 Anatomy and Physiology 

2 Fitness Training and Programming for Health, 

completed under supervised conditions. 

hour written assessment using prepared notes  
3 Professional Development in the Sports Industry 

22 Investigating Business in Sport and the Active 

using prepared notes  
5 Application of  Fitness Testing 

 

17 Sports Injury Management 
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Langley Sixth Form

BUSINESS

Combines well with 

Assessment 

businesses to provide stimulus material for a data response 
comprising a number of  parts, including short answer 

Course content 
Business is a dynamic subject. You will learn about the diverse 
nature of  business enterprise and the interdependence of  the 

success and business failure, investigate local, national and 

to adapt and respond strategically to the changing environment 
in which they operate to survive and grow.  This constant 

Special features 
This course will enable you to try out the ultimate business 
challenge by setting up and running a business as part of  the 
Tycoon Competition. 
You will also enter the annual BASE competition run by 

Chartered Accountant, analyse a business situation and present 
your ideas to a panel of  top business professionals. 

will give you the opportunity to invest virtual money on the 

share dealing and investment. 

Careers 
Through studying business, you will develop transferable 

You should have an interest in business and 
may even want to start your own business 
one day. You need to have an enquiring mind 
and be interested in learning about the world 
around you, how businesses work and what 
challenges businesses face. You do not need 
to have studied GCSE Business to undertake 
A level Business, however, if you have taken 
GCSE Business you should have at least a 
level 6, it is also preferable to have a level 5 in 
English and Mathematics. 

and understanding the business environment. You will also 
develop commercial awareness. Business is useful to a wide 
range of  possible careers including all areas of  general business 

Topics include: 

Entry requirements

“The department is committed to challenging student 
perceptions of the business world and provides many 

 
 

environment in which students achieve their full 
potential”. 

,

“Building a business is all about doing something to be 
proud of, bringing talented people together and creating 

Richard Branson
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Langley Sixth Form

CHEMISTRY

Combines well with 
Biology, Physics and Mathematics are good combinations at A 
level. 

Assessment 

A Level. 

•

•

• develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the subject,
including developing an interest in further study and
careers associated with the subject

•
issues and how the sciences contribute to the  success of
the economy and society

Special features 
•
• Annual trip to UEA to observe spectroscopic techniques
•

Careers 
The A Level Chemistry course will prepare learners 
for progression to undergraduate courses in Chemistry, 
Biochemistry, Medicine, Dentistry, Engineering, Pharmacy, one 

into chemical science careers, this A level provides a strong 

Students starting AS and A level Chemistry 
should have at least a level 7 in GCSE or 
Combined Science and also in Mathematics. 

AS Topics 
Module 1:

course. 
Module 2:
compounds, molecules and equations. Amount of  substance.  

structure. 
Module 3: 
table and periodicity. Group 2 and the halogens. Qualitative 

Module 3: 

A2 Topics 
All of  the above and Modules 5: Physical chemistry and 

elements. 
Modules 6: 

Entry requirements

at hand, and the determination that whether we win or 

hand”. 

“This is a challenging subject which is well respected by 
many organisations and universities”. 

,
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Langley Sixth Form

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Combines well with 

computational laws and processes. 

Assessment 

Course content 

to be inspired, motivated and challenged by following a 
broad, coherent, practical, satisfying and worthwhile course 

encouraging them to engage with computer science in their 

apply the fundamental principles and concepts of  computer 

ability to analyse problems in computational terms through 

creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically and 

computer science. Learners will need strong mathematical 

technology. 

Special features 

consultation with teachers, employers and higher education to 

and meets their needs. 

Computer Science is divided into three components. 
Computer systems component (01) contains the 

Students should have at least a level 6 in 
GCSE Mathematics and a level 5 in GCSE 
English. 

on this underpinning content when studying computational 

their own programming approach in the Programming project 

criteria in current and future uses of the technologies. 

Algorithms and programming component (02) relates 

problems understand the principles of solving problems by
computational methods be able to use algorithms to describe
problems and be able to analyse a problem by identifying its
component parts.

Programming project component (03 or 04) is a 

document a program. The underlying approach to the project 

appropriate principles from an agile development approach 
to the project development.  While the project assessment 

and elements for each of the assessment categories will appear 
throughout the report. 

Entry requirements

  
a mode of thought that goes well beyond software and 

 
to reason about systems and problems. Computer 
Science is a practical subject where learners can apply 
the academic principles learned in the classroom to real 
world systems”. 
Mr D Innes, BA (Hons)
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Langley Sixth Form

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Combines well with 

Assessment 

Course content 
To give candidates the opportunity to identify and analyse 

of  materials processes and related technologies to attempt to 
solve these problems. 

Special features 

during Activities and after school. We aim to visit local industry 
to gain an understanding of  how products are manufactured. 

Careers 
The course is considered an essential option for students 
considering all technology, engineering and design degrees 
from courses such as Mechanical, Automotive or Electronic 
Engineering to Architecture,  Material Science or Building 
Design, and is considered highly desirable  for many other 
areas of  related studies such as Industrial and Business  
Studies, Multimedia Communication or Information 
Technology. 

Candidates should have studied GCSE 
Design and Technology. It is desirable that 
candidates gain good grades in Mathematics, 
Art, and the Sciences, Physics in particular. 
Motivation, enthusiasm and an inherent 
enjoyment of these activities are therefore 
essential. Consumable items used during 
the course (wood-based materials, metals, 
plastics, electronic components, presentation 
folders, etc.) will be charged to account. 
Large expenditures will not be authorised 
without prior consultation with parents. 

A level Topics 
Component 1: Principles of  Design and Technology Written  

Component 2: 

Entry requirements

 
  

 
by winning local and national competitions. Many 

 
  

Some products may even go into full production”. 
,



12

Langley Sixth Form

DRAMA AND THEATRE

Combines well with 
English Literature, Art, Music, Media Studies and Technology 

Assessment 

Course content 

communicate live theatre through performance and design. 
In addition, they learn how to analyse and evaluate both their 

analysis. Theatre studies at A level is primarily a practical 

additional rehearsals. 

Special features 

two fully equipped public performance spaces. You will study 
theatre from many viewpoints and can choose a specialist 

how to create theatre using traditional and contemporary 

trips to venues across the region and in London. 

Careers 

for any career choice and provides a suitable foundation for 

theatre studies students have gone on to study at top drama 
schools in the UK and USA. Specialist audition coaching 

performing arts options. 

A genuine interest in studying and making 
live theatre is essential. Students should have 
gained at least a level 6 in English, and a level 
6 or above in Drama (if taken).  Candidates 
wishing to follow a technical (lighting/sound) 
or design (set/costume) path should have 
gained a level 6 or equivalent in a related 
practical subject such as Music, Textiles, Art 
or Technology. The AQA Drama & Theatre 
Studies course is designed to engage, inspire 
and challenge. 

t y

Component 1:   
 
 

 
studied during the course 
Component 2:   

 
  

designer or director. 
Component 3:   

  

Entry requirements

“The course requires a high level of commitment 
and organisation outside of the classroom. Personal 
research, attending rehearsals and development of 

Mrs J Hart, BA
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Langley Sixth Form

EAL (ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE)

Assessment 

ELTS is a university entry requirement for all international 
students, and you will receive lessons in the four skills of 
Listening, Reading Writing and Speaking. The four modules are 
of equal weight. IELTS is graded from Band 1 (lowest) to Band 9 
(highest). To get into university, students need to achieve either 
Band 6 or Band 7, depending on the course. The listening 
module has four sections  

 
   

  
  

 
  at 

a diagram or table, and to present the information in their own 
words.  The second is a longer discursive essay on a topic  

 
 the 

progress of each student to highlight areas for further study. 
 

practice sessions. 

Course content 
 
 

 
 

 
 a 

language requirement for university entrance, with top UK 
 

also have English support through their curriculum subjects, 
and our teaching approach is based on the principles of 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

vocabulary. 

Students need to be at intermediate level or 
above in English to access the IELTS course. 
Fast track courses are offered for higher 
level candidates. 

Careers 

hard to achieve a good result in IELTS goes hand in hand 
with studying for A levels. New Year celebrations, the annual 

meals out to say goodbye to students when they leave Langley. 

is also privileged to have a resident teacher from China, who 

particular. 

Entry requirements

"EAL is a caring, supportive and well-resourced 
department, and we work hard to ensure that our 
overseas students meet the challenge of studying at 
school in the UK. We are proud of the success of our 
students in recent years, all of them have achieved the 
language requirement they need to go to their chosen 
university. Students have access to the EAL 
classrooms throughout the school day and EAL staff 
are available to offer help and advice."

Ms Angela Smith, BA (Hons) PGCE (EAL) and 
Mr. Siv Sears, BA (Hons), MA TESOL, CELTA,  
DELTA
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Langley Sixth Form

ECONOMICS

Combines well with 

Science or Arts subjects. In particular, it combines well with 

Sciences. 

Assessment 

paper two covers the national and international economy and 

• multiple choice questions
• short answer questions
• essay questions
• data response questions
• case studies

Special features 

competition where you independently research an economic 
issue and use economic theory and evidence to reach original 
conclusions. 

Chartered Accountant, analyse a business situation and present 
your ideas to a panel of  top business professionals. 

will give you the opportunity to invest virtual money on the 

Entry to this course requires no previous 
study of Economics or Business. Economics 
A-level is intellectually demanding so
you should have a level 6 in English and
Mathematics. There is a need to be genuinely
numerate, as you will be analysing and
interpreting data. You will need a good grasp
of logic, the ability to understand and apply
economic theory, explain complex ideas
succinctly, write with precision and think
analytically in response to data.
Understanding of human nature is also
essential. Economics is the lifeblood of
political debate, so you will need to keep up
to date by following news online and in print
to pick up on economic, political, business
and social issues, you can’t rely entirely on
your textbook. A good A level economics
student will realise that almost all economic
decisions are fraught with uncertainty and the
law of unintended consequences.
Mrs H Yates, BA (Hons), PGCE

share dealing and investment. 

Course content 

discussed. You will learn the assumptions behind economic 

political debate. You will realise the bluntness of  economic 

governments face as they try to resolve  problems such as the 

Careers 

teaching. 

Topics 

will investigate microeconomic topics such as how individual 
decisions impact economic outcomes, the importance of  

policy and the operation of  the international economy. 

Entry requirements

“Economics is fascinating to study because it is so 

There are very few subjects that you can study during 

the news at night.” 

“Learning Economics at A Level provided me with a 
solid grounding of  analysis which I have found hugely 
useful in my business career. Economics successfully 

the creativity of  synthesising information from multiple 

global teams who face diverse challenges.” 
Kathryn Davies, Associate, Director, Procter 
and Gamble
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Langley Sixth Form

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Combines well with 

and also complements subjects in the Sciences, Social Sciences 
and Technology. 

Assessment 

Special features 
The English Literature course provides students with an 

has a history of  delivering outstanding results and students 

result of  developing the ability to write with precision and 

Course content 

Margaret Atwood. Students are taught in small tutorial style 
classes, where the emphasis is on analysis and discussion of  

written assessments. 

Careers 

all universities and employers. Literature graduates are 
particularly suited to careers in journalism, teaching, 

Students studying A level English Literature 
are expected to have at least a Level 6 in both 
English and English Literature at GCSE 

A2 Topics 

 Students study two novels from a choice 
and 

Dystopia. 

Entry requirements

 
 

 
 

 
,
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Langley Sixth Form

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ)

Combines well with 
All subjects as students have a personal choice of  what they 

Assessment 

main project will be assessed internally by the supervisor and 

panel. 

Course content 
The EPQ provides an opportunity for our students to pursue 
their own academic interests in a chosen topic, acquiring 

Admissions Tutors. Although this is an independent study 

collaborative sessions where research is discussed and shared 

Careers and future learning 
The EPQ can be considered as an enrichment opportunity, 

research facilities available at university level. It is naturally 

study as well as future employment.  Some universities will 

There are no set entry requirements to 
undertake the EPQ however, as the course 
runs alongside chosen subjects it is desirable 
for students to be competent at time 
management and the rigours of an extra 
workload. We recommend this course is most 
applicable to students with predominantly 
A/A* grades. Combines well with all subjects 
as students have a personal choice of what 
they would like to study. 

even lower their entry requirements for students holding an 

to show their interest in an area of study at or in their UCAS 
statement. 

Which factors have contributed the most to the merging of 

What 
role do independent schools play in the selection of 

Entry requirements

 
by many universities. The project gives students the 

 
an area of their chosen interest. Successful completion 
of the project will demonstrate that students have 

 
 

motivation.” 
,
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Langley Sixth Form

FINE ART

Combines well with 
The structure of  the timetable will allow students to study 
more than one Creative Arts A level. This puts students in a 

Technology. 

Assessment 

Assignment. Both these units are assessed according to the 

analytical and critical understanding.

develops.

visual and other elements.
The specialist teachers hold regular group critiques and refer

they will be rewarded for it.

Course content 
Component 1:

Much more important than a strong GCSE 
grade in the subject is a person’s enthusiasm 
for and commitment to exploring creative 
processes. Being genuinely interested in Fine 
Art and wanting to know why artists make 
work – that is the real necessity for studying 
this course. Students will be expected to push 
the boundaries of their own skills and to ask 
questions they may not be able to answer yet. 
To become absorbed, to dig deep, to take 
risks and to think critically about themselves 
and those around them, that is to be an artist. 
Mrs K Bradbeer

is important and the ability to evaluate success and failure 
is essential. Alongside the practical outcomes, students are 
introduced to a range of  artists, historic and contemporary, 

appropriate vocabulary. During the third and second terms, 

to evidence this they are required to write an essay of  between 

Component 2: 

teachers, students choose one of  the themes from the paper. 

Special Features: 
A level students have their own studio space in the main art 

Careers:
There are a host of  career paths open to art students including 

Entry requirements

“Art is creation it can be based on but is independent of  

more than nature. Art is spirit and has a life of  its own. 

but grows, consciously or unconsciously, out of  an 

but art is revelation.” 
Josef  Albers, Abstract Painter, Bauhaus 
Movement Teacher
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Langley Sixth Form

FOOD SCIENCE AND NUTRITION  WJEC

Combines well with 
Biology, Chemistry, Sociology, Mathematics, Psychology and 
Business Studies. 

We offer two Level 3 courses: Level 3 Certificate in Food 
Science and Nutrition Unit 1 only (1 Year Course) equivalent 
to an AS. Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition (2 
Year Course) equivalent to one A level. The diploma consists 
of three units: two mandatory and one optional. At the end of 
the course, an overall grade is awarded (pass, merit, distinction 
or distinction*) based on students’ performance in each 
individual unit.

Assessment 
Unit 1 Mandatory: Meeting Nutritional Needs of Specific 
Groups
(25%) Internal controlled assessment task relating to planning 
and preparing a complex three-course meal for a learner 
assignment brief and evaluating nutritional contexts.  Total  
time  9.5 hours, including  3.5 hours  practical.
(25%) external written exam on food safety, identifying 
hazards, minimizing risks and nutrition. This consists of short, 
extended answers and a case study (1 hour 30 minutes plus 15 
minutes reading time).

Unit 2 Mandatory: Ensuring Food is Safe to Eat 
(25%) External 8-hour timed written assignment to meet the 
assessment criteria of a scenario. An example response may 
identify  hazards, write a HACCP plan  and produce a report 
on how the food safety risks can be minimized  in the future. 

Unit 3 Optional: Experimenting to Solve Food Production 
Problems 
(25%) Internally assessed 12-hour food science assignment set 
by the examining board, requires an understanding of food 
science to plan and carry out experiments to support proposals 
to solve a food production problem brief.

Students should have a strong interest in 
food and cooking and have completed a 
GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition or an 
equivalent food-related course. You will not 
be taught ‘to cook’ on this course, rather to 
enhance existing skills. Speed and finesse is 
key at level 3. Good organisation skills and 
the discipline to independently complete the 
assignment tasks to meet the assessment 
criteria are required. Students should read 
food and diet related articles and watch food 
related programmes to keep up to date with 
current issues.

Unit 4 Optional: Current Issues in Food Science and Nutrition 
(25%) Internally assessed 14-hour food-related assignment 
involving planning and managing a research project, including 
primary and secondary research, analysis and evaluation of 
data. Students choose their topic.

Course content
This is an exciting, challenging new course at Langley School 
which reflects current thinking around the food we eat today. 
Food Science and Nutrition is both practical and theoretical. 
You will:

• develop advanced practical food skills in cooking and
presentation techniques
• understand the science of food safety, advanced nutrition
and nutritional needs in a wide range of contexts.
• learn about the relationship between the human body and
food
• understand the scientific properties of food relative to food
production
• investigate the sensory and scientific properties of food
• consider how aspects of food relate to social, environmental,
cultural and ethical contexts
• investigate current issues in consumer food choice
• experiment to create new and exciting products

Careers
An understanding of food science and nutrition is relevant to 
many industries and job roles. Care providers and nutritionists 
in hospitals use this knowledge, as do sports coaches and 
fitness instructors. Hotels and restaurants, food manufacturers 
and government agencies also use this understanding to 
develop menus, food products and policies that support 
healthy eating initiatives. Possible careers include 
Development Chef, Nutritionist or Dietitian, Food 
Technologist, Food Scientist, Environmental Health Officer 
and Food Stylist. During this course you will gain an insight 
into the many career opportunities across the fields of food 
science and nutrition. 

This course, when studied with A level Biology and A level 
Chemistry allows entry to a:

BSc in Nutritional Science
BSc in Human Nutrition
BSc (Hons) Public Health Nutrition
BSc (Hons) Food Science and Technology

Entry requirements

Talks and visits from different sections of the food 
industry, from food manufacturing, catering, sports to 
environmental health, are used to enhance learning 
and understanding.  
Mrs L Southgate, BSc (Hons), PGCE
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Langley Sixth Form

FRENCH

Combines well with 
French can be profitably combined with almost any other 
subject at A level, but such qualifications as Spanish, German, 
English, Business Studies, Economics, History, Science, Politics, 
Media or Technology are often considered very appropriate. 

Assessment 
The A2 examinations

include discussion of a 
stimulus card, conversation around the topics studied for A 
level, and discussion of an individual research project. 

Course content 
Topics revolve around social issues such as values, the changing 
nature of the family, citizenship and human rights. There 

A particularly exciting part of the course is to study 
one film and one literary text. Recent students have studied the 
films 'La Haine' and 'Au Revoir Les Enfants' and the books 'Kiffe 
Kiffe Demain' and 'Un Sac de Billes'.

countries. In the 
second year of the course, the students will 

of current 
pupil choices, to give an idea, are ‘A study of the 

e

Special features 
Small classes, much individual attention, local competitions 

Core Content 
• Social issues and trends
• Political and artistic culture
• Grammar

GCSE level 6 in French. With a carefully 
researched new structure and an exciting 
range of print, electronic and audio support 
material, we believe we can build on the 
successes of GCSE with a natural progression 
for our students on to A level. 

Options 

Topics 

Entry requirements

“We encourage our students to become independent 
  

 
 

A level in recent years.” 
Mrs H Prifti, MA (Hons), PGCE
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Langley Sixth Form

FURTHER MATHEMATICS

Combines well with 
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Geography, Economics, Business 
Studies, Computer Studies and Accountancy, Psychology. 

Assessment 

Course content 

Testing, Chi Squared Tests.

Springs.

Special features 

important prerequisite for many degree courses and careers. 
It is a demanding subject and is suitable for students with a 
passion and tenacity for the subject. To foster this passion 

Students studying A level Further 
Mathematics will also be studying A level 
Mathematics and should have at least a level 
7 in GCSE Mathematics. They will have a flare 
and confidence in their use of Algebra. 

the department runs an annual trip to lectures at Cambridge 
University, as well as participation in UKMT Senior Maths 
challenges. 

Careers 

desirable in many areas of  employment. It is certainly 
a prerequisite course for any students wishing to study 
Mathematics courses at degree level.  Students who study 

degree courses, such as Engineering or Physics, much easier. 

Entry requirements

 
course that is enjoyed by students who are already 
strong at Mathematics. The breadth of study that this 

 
who wish to focus on Mathematics at degree level, as 

 
within Engineering or the Sciences. The applications 
are endless.” 

, ,
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Langley Sixth Form

GEOGRAPHY

Combines well with 

or Economics, as well as with Mathematics, Biology and Physics. 

Assessment 
Component 1: 

prose. 
 Component 2:  
minutes. Written paper – multiple choice, short answers and 

Component 3: 

Course content 

surrounding contemporary challenges facing the world today. The 
course enables students to recognise and be able to analyse the 

scales and appreciate how these underpin understanding of  some 

in appropriate situations.  Geography is delivered through a 
combination of  lectures and tutorials, but students are also 

additional research as well as prepare presentations, podcasts and 
a range of  case study materials. 

Special features 

they will collect data for their investigation. We also run trips to 

Geographers are encouraged to develop a sense of  place, and an 
interest in other cultures and environments. 

Careers 
Geography is a highly respected subject by both Universities 
and Employers. In fact, the University of  Cambridge voted 

Graduates are particularly suited to careers in Urban Planning, 
Environmental management, Consultancy and Conservation. 

Students studying A level Geography are 
expected to have at least a grade level 6 or 7 
GCSE Geography. 

Topics 
Physical Geography 
Water and Carbon Cycles 

cyclical relationships associated with them.  Case studies include 
tropical rainforests and the study of  a river catchment. 

deserts and the challenges they present as human habitats. Case 

implications for sustainable development, as well as an evaluation 
of  human responses of  resilience, mitigation and adaptation. 

Hazards 

volcanic eruptions, seismic hazards and storm hazards and 
fascinating, recent case studies demonstrate the various ways in 
which people respond to them. 

Human Geography 
Global Systems and Global Governance 

social changes associated with technological and other driving 

society in recent decades. 

Changing Places 

ascribe to them which are of  fundamental importance in their 
lives. Students are required to compare the changing character of  

sources including artistic representations, photos, data bases and 
GIS. 

This unit focuses on urban growth and change, and how 

challenges for human populations, in particular the potential for 
environmental sustainability and social cohesion.  

Entry requirements

 
subject. In the words of Michael Palin, “Where we come 
from, what we do, what we eat, how we move about and 
how we shape our future are all directly the province of 

 
 

how we use it and how we abuse it.” The Geography 
  

lessons, as well as a supportive environment in which 
students thrive.
Ms K Lambert, BA (Hons)
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HISTORY

Combines well with 

Politics, Geography or Economics. 

Assessment 

Course content 

techniques of  study.  By the end of  the course students will 

them to proceed to further education or employment with 

university resources. 

Special features 

research about an historical topic of  interest. Trips to revision 
conferences are regularly organised. 

Careers 

followed a variety of  career paths into areas such as Business, 

might be… 
A strong A level grade along with a commitment and interest 
in the subject. 

The entry requirements for History would be 
Level 6 or higher at GCSE

Topics 
Module 1: 

Module 2: 

Module 3: Thematic study and historical interpretations 

Module 4:

choice.  

Entry requirements

 
 

numbers opting to choose the subject.” 
“Consistently Langley A level students have achieved 

 
level.” ,
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Combines well with
Design and Technology, Maths, Physics, Computer Science 
and Art

Assessment 

Course content 

Students should have at least a level 5 in 
GCSE Mathematics and a level 5 in GCSE 
English. 

Entry requirements

 
 

 
 

,
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MANDARIN

Combines well with 

Economics, Geography or Business Studies are often 
considered very appropriate. 

Assessment 

Course content
Topics revolve around social issues such as values and 
societal norms, the changing nature of  the family, equality 
of  opportunity, the developing culture of  China and current 

be studied in English and written about in relation to Chinese 
culture. Students will also have a choice of  another topic 
to study to develop further insight, which have previously 

Trends, and Modern Migration. 

Special features 
Small classes, individual attention, trip opportunities to China, 

Core Content 
• Grammar • Social issues and trends • Political culture

GCSE level 6 in Mandarin Chinese.  
With a carefully researched new structure 
and an exciting range of print, electronic and 
audio support material, we believe we can 
build on the successes of GCSE with a natural 
progression for our students to Pre-U. This 
course is equivalent to an A level. 
Mrs A Elham, BA, MA

Topics

2 Young people 
3 Education 

Entry requirements

“We welcome applications from students who are 

alongside A Levels.” 

5
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MATHEMATICS

Combines well with 
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Geography, Economics, Business 
Studies, Computer Studies, Accountancy, and Psychology. 
Assessment 
Advanced Mathematics is assessed by 3 terminal papers each 

Advanced Level students are required to pass all three
modules.

Course content 
The Mathematics course is designed to promote understanding 
and awareness of  the diversity of  Mathematics at a higher 
level. It is divided into 3 modules leading to the 3 papers 
shown above. 

Sequences and

Presentation and Interpretation, Probability, Statistical

Moments,

Special features 
Mathematics is a popular course given that is in an important 

demanding subject and is suitable for students with a passion 
and tenacity for the subject. To foster this passion, the 
department runs an annual trip to lectures at Cambridge 
University, as well as participation in UKMT Senior Maths 
challenges. 

Careers 

many areas of  employment. Careers requiring Mathematics 

Students should have at least a Level 7 in 
GCSE Mathematics and be confident in their 
use of Algebra

might be…  

based degree courses, and entry requirements vary. It is 

provider to ensure you understand the detail of  their entry 

School are always happy to give advice on an individual basis. 

Entry requirements

“Advanced A Level Mathematics opens doors to a 
  

 
 

the content of the course, where students will study a 
wide variety of concepts, ranging from Correlation to 
Calculus”. ,
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MUSIC
Examination board: Edexcel

Combines well with 
Any subject combinations should work with A Level Music, 
although it should be appreciated that the A Level course 
necessitates the added demands of  participation in individual 
lessons, private practice and involvement in school and extra-
curricular ensembles.

Assessment 
Each student is assessed at the end of  each year through 
performance (30%) composition (30%) and a written paper 
(40%).

Course content 
The course extends the GCSE skills of  listening, composing 
and performing. This qualification will support students in 
forming personal and meaningful relationships with music 
through the development of  musical knowledge, understanding 
and skills, including performing, composing and appraising. 
Students will be encouraged to engage critically and creatively 
with a wide range of  music and musical contexts, develop an 
understanding of  the place of  music in different cultures and 
contexts, and reflect on how music is used in the expression of  
personal and collective identities.

Students will spend an equal amount of  the course doing 
practical activities under controlled conditions and learning 
to analyse music through the study of  set works. Students will 
need to spend at least 5 hours per week in private study outside 
of  lessons reading text books and notes and consolidating their 
learning, as well as practice of  their instrument/s. 

Special features 
The opportunity to perform at fantastic venues and varied 
events throughout the course. Regular trips to concerts and 
other musical experiences. 

Careers All universities look very highly upon A Level Music, 
with the skills and commitments that are involved with being 
a musician, so career opportunities are boundless. Jobs in the 
communication/recording industries and obviously being 
involved in professional musical activities as a performer and/
or teacher are common careers to follow. 

Grade 5 standard or above on your principal 
instrument and the ability to demonstrate 
enthusiasm to study music to advanced level. 
A high pass at GCSE music and Grade 5 
Theory of Music or above is desirable.

A Level Music Units 
Performing: An 8 minute solo or ensemble recital and 
continuous assessment during the course.

Composing: 2 compositions, one free composition and brief  
assessing technique, both of  which are stylish and imaginative 
showing differing compositional techniques.

Appraising: Detailed study of  18 set works and wider listening, 
as well as unprepared aural, dictation and harmony questions.

Entry requirements

“This is a popular subject following on from Music 
GCSE. It has been taught most successfully at this 
school in recent years with 100% pass rate and many 
students achieving top grades. Every year our students 
gain places at top universities to study Music and 
related subjects. We offer a challenging yet extremely 
supportive environment in which all students achieve 
their full potential”.
Mrs R George-Broom BA (Hons) Music, GTP

7
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Combines well with 

Assessment 

Course content 

Special features 
Year upon year, Photography students enjoy fantastic 

Careers 
Many of our students go on to study at some of the 

Entry requirements

“  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Mrs R Robinson, BA (Hons), MA 

“The illiterate of  the future will be the person ignorant 
of  the use of  the camera, as well as the pen” 
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PHYSICS

Combines well with 

A level would be a useful addition to the portfolio of  a science 

Assessment 

Course content 

of  the laws of  physics, applying their understanding to areas 

Special features 

a laptop PC running Microsoft Windows operating system 

is provided. The laptop must have provision for accessing a 

necessary at home. 

Careers 

engineering course at university. In fact, Physics is held in high 
regard by all future employers and a Physics degree opens 
many doors. 

A level Topics 
Module 1: 

The A-Level specification has been written 
to provide progression from GCSE Science 
or from GCSE Physics; achievement at a 
minimum of grade 6 in these qualifications 
is the normal requisite for entry to A-Level 
Physics. 

Module 2:
Physical quantities and units.  
Scalars and vectors. 
Measurements. 

Module 3: 

Module 4: Electrons, waves and photons Charge and current. 
Energy, power and resistance. 
Electrical circuits. 
Waves. 
Quantum physics. 

Module 5: Newtonian world and astrophysics Thermal 
physics. 
Circular motion. 

Astrophysics. 

Module 6: Particles and medical physics Capacitors. 

Electromagnetism. 
Nuclear and particle physics. 
Medical imaging. 

Entry requirements

"Physics is an enabling subject, essential for entry onto 
Engineering courses and respected by traditional 
universities because of the challenge it entails. Physics 
graduates are in demand and well paid." 
Mr J Clegg, BSc (Hons), PGCE
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POLITICS

Combines well with 

and Economics, although more diverse combinations, with 
Mathematics or Science subjects are becoming more common. 

Assessment 

the second year, each of  them two hours long. The three 

overall A level grade students receive. In the UK element, 

shaped the various forms of  liberalism, socialism, conservatism 

comparative elements, so students need to be aware of  

government and politics. 

Course content 
The study of  UK and US Politics at this level allows students 

end of  the course students will have acquired the ability to 
comprehend, synthesise and interpret political information 

select and organise relevant material to construct arguments 

clarity and coherence using appropriate political vocabulary. 

using many resources, including news media, up to date 

read broadsheet newspapers to maintain awareness of  current 
topical debates within the subject. In the second year, debating 

developed further. 

Special features 
The opportunity to participate in regular visits to London to 
hear a range of  contemporary UK Politicians debating current 

Politics links closely with other Humanities 
subjects and requires the ability to write 
essays and analyse sources. As such a level 
6 at least in a GCSE Humanities subject 
such as History, Geography or Theology and 
Philosophy is required as well as in English.

Careers 
Government and Politics is widely regarded as a valuable 

Topics 

These components and topics will be split over the 
two years. 

Entry requirements

'
should be studied at all times.' 
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PSYCHOLOGY

Combines well with 
 

Physical Education at A Level. 
Assessment 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Course content 
The course has been designed to provide a broad introduction 
to the scope and nature of Psychology as a science. The 

 
  

  
theoretical lessons, class discussions, role play, psychological 

 
  

 
around the subject area to consolidate learning. 

Special features 
  
 
  

Cambridge

Careers 
Psychology stands as a good grounding for the study of 

 
subject and the A Level is commonly accepted as a second 
Science subject for entry into many Universities. The study of 

 
  

 
psychology, forensic psychology and sports psychology. It is also 

business, 
marketing, law, forensics, and the social services. 

It is not necessary for students to 
have studied GCSE Psychology before 
commencing work on the course and no prior 
knowledge of Psychology is necessary. It is 
desirable for students to have achieved at 
least a level 6 in GCSE Biology and level 6 in 
English Literature before commencing the 
course. 

Unit 1 - Introductory Topics: Social 
Psychology, Memory, Attachment and 
Psychopathology

Unit 2 - Psychology in Context: 
Approaches, Biopsychology and Research 
Methods

 

Unit 3 - Issues and Options: Issues and 
Debates in psychology, followed by a 
choice of topics; we choose Gender, 
Schizophrenia and Forensic psychology. 

Entry requirements

f 
 

 
world around them. The subject provides a strong 
foundation for a wide range of career choices, as well 
as skills for achieving success in today's continually 
changing world."
Ms L Whatrup, BSc (Hons), PGCE, QTS
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SOCIOLOGY AS-LEVEL

Core themes

• socialisation, culture and identity

The themes should be understood and applied to particular 
substantive areas of  Sociology. These themes are to be 
interpreted broadly as threads running through many areas 
of  social life and should not therefore be regarded as discrete 

and the role of  values. Contemporary UK society.

UK society today, with consideration given to comparative 
dimensions where relevant, including the siting of  UK society 

• the role and functions of  the education system, including its
relationship to the economy and to class structure

social class, gender and ethnicity in contemporary society •
relationships and processes within schools, with particular

subcultures, the hidden curriculum, and the organisation of
teaching and learning

achieve greater equality of  opportunity or outcome, for an

educational policy.

Sociology is the study of society that 
examines how humans interact with each 
other and how human behaviour is shaped 
by social structures (groups, communities, 
organizations) social categories (age, sex, 
class, race, etc.) social institutions (politics, 
religion, education, etc.).

Families and Households

• the relationship of  the family to the social structure and social
change, with particular reference to the economy and to state
policies

• changing patterns of  marriage, cohabitation, separation,
divorce, childbearing and the life course, including the
sociology of  personal life, and the diversity of  contemporary
family and household structures

• gender roles, domestic labour and power relationships within
the family in contemporary society

• the nature of  childhood, and changes in the status of  children
in the family and society

population, and migration and globalisation.

The course runs over two years and is assessed by two 

“What lies behind you and what lies in front of  you 
pales in comparison to what lies inside you” 

If you want further information on 
this subject, please email Mr D 
Sparkhall BA (Hons), MA, PGCE: 
dsparkhall@langleyschool.co.uk
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SPANISH

Combines well with 
A foreign language at A level is considered a useful 
complement to most advanced studies. Language students 

 
Studies and Politics also combine well with this course. 

 
 

Assessment 
  

 
 

 
 

 
discussion of a stimulus card based on the topics studied and 

  
 

the student. 

Course content 
The A level topics revolve around social issues such as 
citizenship and human rights alongside cultural and artistic 

  
 

 
  

  
 

Special features 
 

 possible and we look 
forward to organising residential trips again, including 
homestay options, and cinema and theatre visits as soon as we 
are able to do so.

GCSE level 7 in Spanish. 

•

•
•
2. Artistic Culture
•
•

3. Grammar

•

•
Society

• Political and artistic culture. Aspects of  political life in the

• Individual research project

Entry requirements

“You can never understand one language until you 
understand at least two”. 

,  
  

33

Langley Sixth Form

THEOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY 

Combines well with 

Philosophy.

Assessment 

are tested regularly in lessons to identify strengths and areas for 
development. 

Course content 
The study of  Theology and Philosophy at A Level requires 
students to develop an enquiring, critical and empathetic 
approach to a broad range of  topics. Additionally, students 

a range of  issues, ideas and theories. Class time is split between 
teacher and student led activities, encouraging all to become 

in class and prep. Students develop the ability to compare, 

to philosophical, ethical and religious issues. 

Careers 

decisions. 

Philosophy of  religion (H573/ 01) 

• The nature of  the soul
• Mind and body

Candidates normally will have completed 
GCSE Theology and Philosophy. The OCR 
A Level will build on the knowledge, 
understanding and skills established at GCSE. 
The course is available to students of any 
religious belief, or none. You do not have to 
be religious to succeed in this subject. An 
interest in current affairs is beneficial: good 
students often read a quality newspaper, 
enjoy debates and discussions! A level 6 in a 
humanities subject at GCSE is a prerequisite 
for this course. 

• The challenge for religious belief  of  the problem of  evil
• Ideas about the nature of  God
• Issues in religious language
• Ideas about the nature of  God
• Issues in religious language

Religion and ethics (H573/ 02) 
• Normative ethical theories
• The application of  ethical theory to two contemporary issues
of  importance

• Ethical language and thought

developments in religious beliefs

Developments in religious thought (H573/ 03)

and how they vary historically and in the contemporary world
• Sources of  religious wisdom and authority

these vary within a tradition

religious thought
• Key themes related to the relationship between religion and

Entry requirements

“Theology and Philosophy is a stimulating and 

in a focused, supportive learning environment which 
helps students reach their full potential. Many students 

some to study Philosophy, and go on to interesting and 
varied careers.” 
Mr A Claydon, BA, PGCE
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